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and even beneficent aids to the security of existence; hence
they have a value which, though subordinate, is not to be
underestimated in its influence on the conduct of life. It
is therefore entirely proper that such associations for the
disposition of small capital should not be dependent on
the chance honesty of individuals* They should be placed
under the public supervision of the community or the
State.

Associations based on community of occupation are of
higher grade than property associations. It is usual to apply
the term brotherhoods or guilds to them. For here, more
than in other associations, the members are comrades,
occupying the same status in life, having the main objects
of their existence in common, and associating themselves
either in the pursuit of some special interest of their
calling or for the benefit of the profession as a whole.
Such associations may accordingly be divided into various
classes, which in their relation to each other reproduce to
a certain extent the divisions of society at large. In the
first place, a few persons pursuing a common occupation
may associate themselves, either for the general purpose
of doing their work with united means and forces, or in
order to enjoy in addition the benefits of divided labour.
Next, those persons living in the same place, whose occupa-
tions are similar or kindred, may unite and undertake to
further either special ends, in the way of business, law or
culture, or the interests of their profession as a whole.
Finally, the most comprehensive form of such organisations
is where all the members of a given trade or profession in
the State are associated.

Since, generally speaking, the moral value of associa-
tions increases with the degree to which its members are
united in their moral endeavours, associations based on
community of occupation are distinctly pre-eminent among